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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT]|281]
Notice of Intended Action

Twenty-five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 25 or more
persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b.”

Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee may, on its own
motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed action under section
17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested persons may be heard.

Pursuant to the authority of lowa Code section 256.7(5), the State Board of Education hereby gives
Notice of Intended Action to amend Chapter 61, “lowa Reading Research Center,” lowa Administrative
Code.

The Iowa Reading Research Center had been charged with adopting program criteria and guidelines
for an intensive summer literacy program required by Iowa Code section 279.68. 2017 Iowa Acts,
House File 642, enacted during the 2017 session of the General Assembly and signed into law by
the Governor, repealed Iowa Code sections 279.68(1)“c” and 279.68(2)“e,” thereby eliminating the
requirement that school districts offer an intensive summer literacy program. This proposed amendment
reflects the statutory change that school districts are no longer required to offer an intensive summer
literacy program, but maintains certain program criteria and guidelines for voluntary intensive summer
literacy programs that school districts may choose to offer in meeting the requirements of lowa Code
section 279.68(2)“a”(6).

An agencywide waiver provision is provided in 281—Chapter 4.

Interested persons may submit comments orally or in writing by July 25,2017, at4:30 p.m. Comments
on the proposed amendment should be directed to Phil Wise, lowa Department of Education, Second
Floor, Grimes State Office Building, Des Moines, lowa 50319-0146; telephone (515)281-4835; e-mail
phil. wise@iowa.gov; or fax (515)242-5988.

A public hearing will be held on July 25, 2017, from 11 a.m. to 12 noon in the State Board Room,
Second Floor, Grimes State Office Building, East 14th Street and Grand Avenue, Des Moines, lowa, at
which time persons may present their views either orally or in writing.

Any persons who intend to attend the public hearing and have special requirements, such as those
related to hearing or mobility impairments, should contact the Department of Education and advise of
specific needs by calling (515)281-5295.

After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.

This amendment is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 256.7(31) and 256.9(49)“c” and lowa
Code section 279.68 as amended by 2017 Iowa Acts, House File 642.

The following amendment is proposed.

Amend rule 281—61.3(256) as follows:

281—61.3(256) Intensive summer literacy program. The center shall-establish hereby establishes
program criteria and guidelines for voluntary implementation of the program by school districts;-under
rales-adopted-by-the-state-board-of-eduecation.

61.3(1) Program criteria: summer reading programs pursuant to lowa Code section 279.68 as
amended by 2017 lowa Acts, House File 642. Each district that chooses to implement a summer
reading program as part of its implementation of Towa Code section 279.68(2) “a ”(6) shall comply
with the requirements of that section and 281—Chapter 62, including a recommendation to use an
evidence-based curriculum, the requirement to employ appropriately licensed and supervised teachers
and paraprofessionals, and the requirement to monitor student progress.

613@) 61.3(2) Program Additional voluntary program criteria: _intensive summer _literacy

program. Each district’s voluntary intensive summer literacy program shall-be-implemented-consistent
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with281—Chapter-62-and-shall is encouraged to meet, in addition to the requirements of subrule
61.3(1), the following program criteria.

a. Criterion 1. Each district shall is encouraged to adopt instructional practices or programs that
have demenstrated some evidence of success and that include explicit and systematic instruction in
foundatlonal readmg skills based on student need, consistent Wlth Iowa Code section 279 68. These

ed&eaﬂe&er—m—readmg—@é—%—er—as—m&d-mg—spee&ahst For the purposes of this paragraph 6—1%&19—.9— a

district may “hire” or “employ” personnel directly, through an agreement with one or more other districts,
through an agreement with one or more accredited nonpublic schools, through an agreement with one
or more state agencies or governmental subdivisions, through an agreement with one or more private
not-for-profit community agencies, or some combination thereof.

c.  Criterion 3. Each district shall is encouraged to allow sufficient time for #tensive meaningful

readmg instruction and student learnmg Iemeep%s—erﬁeﬂeﬂ—a—drsmepmust—&nplemeﬂt—apa—mmum—

d.  Criterion 4. Each district shall is encouraged to provide ntenstve instruction in small classes
and small groups. To meet this criterion, a district saust is encouraged to employ the same instructional
grouping formats described in the evidence-based intervention chosen. In the absence of specifications
from the intervention chosen, a district must is encouraged to ensure that it delivers whole-class
instruction in class sizes of 15 or fewer students and that it delivers targeted intervention based on

student need in small groups of 5 or fewer students. A-distriet-may-eleet-to-provide—classand-group
sizes-smatlerthan-speeified-in-this-eriterion:
e. Crlterlon 5. Each dlstrlct shall is encouraged to monltor and promote student attendance. Feo

f Crzterzon 6. Each district shall is encouraged to evaluate student outcomes and the quality of
program 1mplementat10n mcludmg implementation of these voluntary criteria. E%La-lua&eﬂ—ef—s%udem
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# g.  Criterion § 7. Each program shall be under the leadership and supervision of at least one

appropriately licensed teacher—as—éeseﬁbeé—tn—paragraph—é-lé(—léibl and at least one appropriately

licensed administrator. The two roles may be filled by the same individual. Either Nonlicensed personnel
shall be supervised by an appropriately licensed teacher. It is encouraged that either the teacher or the

admrmstrator shall hold a read1ng (K-8) endorsement ora readlng spe01a11st endorsement. Leadershr—p

&h.  Option to use private provzders A district may enter into an agreement with a private provider
that uses evidence-based instructional strategies to provide intensive summer literacy instruction required

by under this chapter and 281—Chapter 62, at the election of a parent and in lieu of programming
prov1ded by the dlstrlct Any electlon under this paragraph shall be at the parent s sole cost. %epr—wa{e

61 313[ Guldelmes for lmplementatzon by school dlstrlcts The center shall per-}eéea-l-l-y
pubhsh guidelines to assist school districts in applying the program criteria contained in subrule 61.3(1)
and the voluntary criteria contained in subrule 61.3(2) and in improving the performance of intensive
summer literacy programs. The center shall make such guidelines available on its Web site.
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